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by the subtle operation of the same cause, seeing that a multitude of religious and speculative beliefs which reason must reject flow from this source. Materialism undoubtedly owes much of its success to habitually addressing the mind in figurate language and through sensuous imagery. Instead of convincing the understanding by strictly relevant reasons, it meets at one and the same time its craving for satisfaction, and its aversion to exertion, by hypotheses agreeable to the imagination, because capable of being easily represented in a pictorial or sensuous form. But in the eyes of thoughtful men, this, the great secret of its power, is an evidence of its scientific worthlessness. Materialism must ever be plausible to the popular understanding, but simply, so its opponents think, because it is content to stop short at the plausible and popular.
III.
Thus far I have only dealt with the generalities of materialism. It is now necessary to, come to particulars.
The materialist supposes that there is a matter which precedes every form of mind, and exists independently of all thought. But can he prove this ? It requires to be proved, because it seems to many untrue, and even contradictory. Mere